Transcript for The City of Ohio State Podcast Season 5, Episode 4 – Campus Policing with Bruce Allen
[Music]
The City of Ohio State podcast takes a deep dive into the support services that keep Ohio State's Columbus campus running 24/7. Hear from industry experts and facilities safety, transportation, and more. The City of Ohio State podcast is brought to you by the Office of Administration and Planning. Hello and welcome to the City of Ohio State podcast. I'm your host, Brooke Bartholomew. Last month, we heard from Mick Sharron and Aaron Rumbaugh about building and maintaining our beautiful campus. This month we're talking about protecting it. Lieutenant Bruce Allen joins us now from the Ohio State University Police Division, otherwise known as OSUPD. Bruce, thanks for being here. Thanks for having me. Of course. So to start, OSU PD has a total authorized strength of 75 sworn officers who patrol on campus and a team of joint patrol officers who team up with Columbus police to patrol the immediate off campus area. While summer slows down for a lot of us, that's not the case for you guys. From summer classes to the stadium, concert series and everything in between, what does this summer look like for OSUPD? So things they slow down a little bit with our traditional student population, um, leaving for the summer, but we still maintain a fairly consistent level of activity throughout the summer. Um, folks oftentimes, you know, don't think of, you know, when they think of the university, they think of, you know, the students and classes. But we also have a major medical center, um, one right here on main campus with the new tower that just got built. There's also the East Hospital. And those keep us pretty busy. Roughly about a third of our calls come from the medical center. Um, so that business continues just as normal throughout the summer. Um, and then we, we continue a pretty consistent level of, you know, there's the nightlife along high Street. Um, this summer in particular, though, we do have a very busy schedule with events. So at the stadium in particular, um, we do have Luke Combs this Saturday, um, Bruno Mars on May 20th. Buckeye country Superfest in June. ACDC in July, as well as other events at the Schottenstein Center and throughout campus. So we we stay busy during the summer for sure. Yeah, lots going on, exciting stuff. OSUPD is currently recruiting and they're hiring officers. So why would you encourage anyone who is feeling a pull to apply? Yeah, absolutely. So great opportunity to work at OSUPD and just a little bit about myself. You know, I didn't when I went to I went to Ohio State for undergrad and I was a nursing major. So I pivoted about halfway through to with my interest in law enforcement. But it is for me, just the career as a whole is very rewarding. And it's a great opportunity to help people directly. Um. OSUPD specifically is also a great agency to work for. Um, I would say college policing is oftentimes a hidden secret, um, amongst police work, but just some things about our agency in particular, um, our salary is very competitive. Um, in Franklin County, we're usually amongst the top, um, to, to stay competitive with other agencies in the area with the salary starting for trainees around $76,000 and topping off at one $122,000, very competitive salary. Um, on top of that, with all of our special events, some of which I mentioned just a minute ago, there is opportunity to supplement that income with overtime. And then in our agency two, one of the unique things that we have unique opportunities are specialty positions. And unlike some other agencies, you might have to wait ten years, fifteen years to get on. Um, we do see a lot of our officers being able to join those teams. With just a few years on some of those, we have K-9, we have several different K-9 officers. We do have a part time SRT special response team that you might hear typically referred to as a SWAT team with other agencies, um, other instructor teams like Ordnance that would teach things like firearms, uh, negotiations team. And then, um, we do have a full-time detective unit as well. It sounds like anything you're interested in, there's a spot for you for sure. Um, and it's just a fun place to, to work. You know, I really enjoy working in an environment where everyone's here to improve themselves, you know, and engage in that educational pursuit. Um, and you also just, you just never know what your day is going to look like. Every day is different with all the special events we have and guests. Um, I just find it really rewarding. And I've heard from some people who now work at OSUPD, they've come from other agencies, and they've said things along the lines of like, the culture at OSU. PD is so different from other agencies, and I've heard that from a lot of people. Yeah, definitely. I mean, that's a that's a big part of, you know, finding enjoyment out of your job is who you work with. And I will say that the folks that work at OSUPD are very professional. Um, and that, yeah, I just, I do enjoy working with the folks that work here. Um, and one other thing I would say too is I would encourage folks who aren't immediately interested in law enforcement to consider it, um, like myself, like I mentioned, I was originally a nursing student. Um, but we want to welcome people from all backgrounds and experiences. So even if you're, you know, not a person who's, you know, parent was a police officer or a grandparent was a police officer. Um, we, that's beneficial to, but also people from all backgrounds. We have folks that work here who are social workers, who are gymnastics coaches. And all of those experiences, um, can be, uh, necessary in this job. So I would encourage anyone, if you haven't thought about being a cop, um, give it a shot and we would love to have you. That's great. OSUPD recently opened a new substation that's on eleventh Avenue. It's just east of High Street. It's a hub for officers from OSUPD and the Columbus Division of Police, working in the University District neighborhood as part of the joint Patrol program. I just attended the empowerment and Self-Defense training course at the substation, and I was thinking, it's such a great thing to have a space central to student living where officers can interact with the Buckeye community. It was really neat to see and also a really fun class. If you haven't taken that class, I really recommend it. Yeah, um, glad you could make it to that. This was our first community event in the space, which we were really excited about, the self-defense classes there for sure. Our most popular community program we offer. Um, we hope to have at least one more before graduation in May. Um, but that space, it is good to have a location that's a little bit more central. Our main police station is out on Kenny and Woody Hayes at Blankenship Hall, which for me, when I was in undergrad, I didn't venture out very far into West Campus. Um, so it is nice to have a place, you know, right near the gateway, eleventh and high where a lot of activity is. Um, a couple of things to keep in mind. We, during the day that may not be staffed full time. Um, so if you need police services, you would have to utilize nine hundred eleven or non-emergency. Um, but that is going to be the home of our joint patrol. So just a little bit about that. We might talk about it more, but it's a joint partnership between OSUPD and Columbus Police and the off campus neighborhoods that are adjacent to campus. Um, and this is where they will meet for their briefing when they start shift and get them a little bit closer to our students. And speaking of off campus living, there is a recent legislation change related to package thefts. Can you explain what that entails and how? This is honestly great news for the surrounding area? Yeah for sure. Um, one of our more frequent crimes are property crimes and included in that are theft offenses. Um, so this legislation went into effect about a year ago. Um, and all the traditional elements of theft are in there. So taking something that doesn't belong to you, um, either by coercion or force or without consent, um, those still apply, but this is specific to things like mail, you know, traditional letter that would be in your mailbox or a package, you know, something delivered by USPS, UPS, Fedex. Um, and so if a person takes that they could be liable for this new offence, which the big. The big change for this is that it would be a felony. So a felony in the fifth degree. And so this has been helpful. We've we have utilized this charge fairly frequently. This new offense. It with the increased severity. The goal is that it would deter people from stealing packages in the first place. Um, and then once we do, if we do catch somebody in the act, then obviously the penalties for that would be more severe. A couple of different tips on this. Um, if you live on campus and you're having a package delivered to utilize those designated procedures for where your package is dropped off. Um, and using the processes that are already in place, also going to pick up your package as soon as possible is helpful too. Um, because we do, we have seen a little bit of an uptick in packages walking. Um, and sometimes it's difficult if the delivery driver just drops something off at the front door. With the amount of foot traffic we have. Things are going to walk. Um, so if you get that notification that your package is delivered, grab it as soon as you can. And so would you encourage people if they open their front door, they're expecting a package. They notice it's gone. You would encourage them to call you guys. Absolutely. Um, some folks, they might think, I don't know what's going to be done about this. I'm just going to utilize, you know, the procedure for getting a replacement through whoever you ordered it from. And I would recommend that, but it is helpful, helpful for us to have that aggregate data, meaning we might not be able to solve your case. We might be able to and we do solve a lot of those with the technology we have at hand. But gathering all of that data, it just helps us, you know, identify trends, identify similar suspects. So I would definitely encourage people to call law enforcement if your packages go missing. And do you have any other safety tips for anyone who is leaving for summer break? Obviously don't have any packages delivered if you're not going to be there. Yeah, yeah for sure. Um, my big recommendation and we had a little bit of a problem with this during our last two breaks. So fall break and winter break is folks who were leaving their house and people who would seek to do crime. They are very aware of our schedules and they will try to take advantage of that. Um, so we did see a little bit of an uptick in houses that were unoccupied from students leaving for break. Uh, getting broken into. So a couple different things that I would recommend is getting some kind of either doorbell camera or some camera near the front entrance or the entrance to your residence. Um, that is helpful in two ways. One, it's a big deterrence, a would be criminal. They see that they know they're on film. They don't want to be caught. They might move along at that point. It also is a very big tool for helping us capture those people who commit the crimes. Um, people also noticed if your mail is gathering outside. So if you're expecting mail packages, like you mentioned, um, ask a neighbor or someone to take those for you so your mailbox isn't overflowing with with mail. Telltale sign that no one's there at the time. Right? Mhm. Um, and then another thing that seems super simple, but we do see this is your door is being unlocked. It happens. Um, yes. And it seems super simple, but it's just, it's very important to just remember that one step to just lock your door. Um, there's other things you can do too. Um, there's safety equipment like security bars for your door. If you have a back door that's kind of, you know, in an alley or somewhere that's not super visible to like literally block that. So people can't just break in like a sliding glass door bar that goes in the bottom. Yeah. Or some kind of like wedge. Sure. And as the weather gets warmer, we notice more scooters and bikes on the roads. So what can you tell cyclists and drivers about safe riding and driving? We like to have a safe environment for everybody that's using our roadways and traveling around campus, including bikes and micromobility devices, aka scooters. Um, so a couple different tips on that one. Wear a helmet. I know people don't want to. They might think it makes them look goofy. Um, but that is the most important thing that you can do is have a helmet on. Um, and just another reminder for scooter and bike riders is that you should be in the roadway. And some people are uncomfortable with that because they're around motorists, but, um, you should be in the roadway and not on the sidewalk. We do see a lot of pedestrian versus bike and scooter collisions on a sidewalk just because there's so much pedestrian traffic. So you should be on the roadway. And if you're riding at night, have a light on the front and back as required by law. It helps you stay visible. I can't tell you the number of times I've been driving around at night, and there's a bicyclist or a scooter rider who's just not lit up, and it's just very hard to see a couple of great resources that we want to make sure everyone takes advantage of are the Daily crime Log, which shows on campus crimes in the community crime map, which shows off campus crimes. Can you give some details about these and how people can use them? Yeah for sure. So both of these resources can be found on our website. And the purpose of them is to make available to the community what's going on criminal crime wise, and to be best informed of crimes happening around campus. We are required to do some of these things based on the Clery Act, but we also do have an interest in being transparent with the community. Um, we couldn't, you know, obviously field a bunch of questions from, from folks who want to call us. So we just put this out there online. And so you can look and see a log of what we do. I believe it goes back sixty to ninety days. Um, and yeah, everything that's going on on campus is on that log. Um, I would definitely recommend people check that out. And one thing to note is that the off campus community crime map, that poll statistics from CPD that show off campus crime reports, that is the most recent seven day period. Um, and there's a lot of confusion about who runs that. Is it us? Is it CPD? CPD runs that so the data is just pulled from them. So I just wanted to note that too. Yeah that's a good distinction. So the crime log that's going to be incidents that happen on campus. The community crime map like you mentioned, that is, uh, Columbus police data, um, from, from their precinct that surrounds campus. Um, so yes, the distinction between the two. Something else we want people to be aware of on campus is Buckeye alerts. Yeah. So we use Buckeye alerts as our emergency notifications for incidents that are happening on campus that are in progress and where people are still in danger. So if something like that happens and we issue a Buckeye alert, you'll get notified in a couple of different ways. One text message on the phone that you have registered with us, an email. And then if you're on campus, like in a classroom, the alert would also pop up on the screen. Um, like I said, this would be for something where people are in danger. So if we contain the situation, if it's resolved, if we get someone in custody or it's otherwise dealt with, then there may not be a Buckeye alert. And we would if we need to issue a statement, or you could find that information on the crime log, but emergency notifications are Buckeye alerts. Um, that's how we would alert the community for something that they really need to be aware of in the moment, because there's danger, great safety resources for people who are already on campus. But now let's talk about how incoming students can prepare to have a safe and successful school year as a Buckeye. First of all, on our website, we have a lot of great resources. Um, there's a training course on there. Stay safe, Buckeyes that has a lot of these resources on there. Um, but I can talk about kind of our overall safety package here on campus. Um, which is very impressive. We make a goal to one, deter crime. And then if a crime does happen, we have a lot of tools at our disposal to catch the person that did it. Um, so one I'll talk about, you know, our manpower, um, we have, like you mentioned at the beginning, seventy five full time police officers, um, several full time detectives in addition to our police, we have non-sworn security, um, central campus security, and then our medical center, they have, um, a large amount of security officers as well. Um, in the off-campus area, we do utilize Buckeye Block watch, which are also non-sworn security to act as those eyes and ears for us to see what's going on. We also have campus service officers. This is a student employment opportunity, um, taking care of things like checking on doors, um, also being those eyes and ears and reporting crimes that they may see in addition to the people. We also have a very impressive technology package to help with preventing crime and solving crime. We have, I think the latest number is around nine thousand cameras on campus. Um very helpful. We do monitor those real time to look for crime. And of course, those are really useful when we're investigating crimes that have already happened. We also have lot cameras at our disposal. Um, those are cameras that are just specific for identifying license plate information and can be very helpful for tracking vehicles that are coming in and out of campus. In addition, we do have if you're out and about, you may see these blue lights that are on top of these phones. Those will be used for if you're out and about and you see something, you can always use your cell phone, but you can use these blue light phones if there's an emergency, and that'll connect you right to our communication center. Some tips in general for those who are new to campus or already here. Um, walk with friends, especially if it's, you know, late at night, dark walking with a group is going to be a major deterrent for anybody bothering you. Staying in a well-lit area and staying within OSU property, very safe on campus. Um, and always stay vigilant. I do, um, you know, out and about, see people with like AirPods in their ears or some kind of headphone and kind of their head buried in their phone would not recommend, um, you know, having your, your, your face buried in your phone. Just stay vigilant, um, at all times. Um, and then like you mentioned, Brooke, uh, our self-defense courses. So our response time on campus is very quick. It's generally between four and five minutes. But, um, if something's happening, those four to five minutes can seem very long. And so we do offer self-defense courses to teach people how to defend themselves. And that intermediary time where we're responding to an incident. Great advice. Thank you so much, Lieutenant Allen, for taking the time to be here today and for all of the work you and your team do to keep Buckeye safe. Thanks for having me. 
The City of Ohio State podcast is brought to you by the Office of Administration and Planning. Until next time, be kind and go Bucks!


